
Emails to all Chem 260 students and instructors - Summer 2023
I typically send emails to everyone in the course at the end of each week. Sometimes these seem
to go astray or to the wrong email address, so a record of the emails will be kept here.     -  Kelli

From: fawkesk@uvic.ca Sent: Thursday May 18, 2023 2:10 PM
To: Chem 260 students & instructors Subject: Chem 260 information (E4/T4, May 23-25)

Hi Chem 260 students,

We will be expecting a significant increase in your pre-lab planning for this second round of
experiments. Your lab notebook should demonstrate your preparation. Please ask for guidance in the
drop-in centre if you are unsure what this entails. Uğur will be checking your notebooks during the lab.

Please note that the drop-in centre is closed Monday May 22 (Victoria Day).
There will be help available on Thursday afternoon in Ell 347, 2:30-4:30 pm.

If you have questions over the long weekend please contact Michelle Mills (mbmills@uvic.ca) for
organic topics (E1), Dave Berry (berryde@uvic.ca) for inorganic topics (E4), or me.

Here’s what’s happening next week... 
1. Your 4 h lab will be E4: Thermochromic Compounds in Ell 343. Please read pages 95-99. This is a
lab experiment so full PPE is required. Prepare your notebook with a flowchart or plan for the day,
and a table of reagents & products. Complete the E4 pre-lab questions found on page 97 in the
manual, and write your answers into your lab notebook. This will be discussed as a group during the
period and your instructor will be assessing your preparation and participation. 

The report for this experiment will be due at the start of your next 4 h class (May 30, 31). The
structured report form to help get you started can be found through the “Chem 260 Schedule” quick
link on the course website, along with the marking guide.

2. Your 2 h session later in the week will be T4: Computer Modelling & Chemical Drawing, a
computing session held in Ell 343 using laptops supplied in the lab. Please read pages 100-103.  No
safety gear required, except your face mask. T4 Pre-lab questions found on page 100 will be
discussed as a group and an in-class assignment will be completed during the period. You must know
your netlink ID and password to use the class computers!

Have a great weekend and enjoy the sunshine.

Cheers,
Kelli



From: fawkesk@uvic.ca Sent: Thursday May 11, 2023 2:32 PM
To: Chem 260 students & instructors Subject: Chem 260 information (E1/T3, May 16-18)

Hi Chem 260 students,

Now that you have completed your first experiment, you will also be writing your first report.
Remember, report templates are available on the “Schedule” page of the course website, the drop-in
centre is an excellent way to get help with this homework before the weekend, and if you do not have
easy/free access to a printer just send it to me by email 2 hours prior to the deadline and I will print it
for you. Details about all of this are in the May 4th class email. 

You had your marked T0 work returned to you this week. The record of your grades is posted on
Brightspace; please let me know if you spot an error. As each component of the course (ie: T0, E2,
etc.) is completed the grades will be posted and you are responsible for letting me know if there is an
error in this record. As it states in the syllabus, “Requests for review of an assigned mark must be sent
to the Course Coordinator within two weeks of the marked work being returned or by the last day of
classes in the term, whichever is first. The grade determined by means of a review will be recorded as
the final grade for the lab report or tutorial, regardless of whether it is the same as, higher than, or
lower than the original grade.”.

As always, there will be help available on Monday and Thursday afternoons in Ell 347. 
Drop-in Hours are 2:30-4:30 pm.

Ugur will be happy to answer questions about your E2 report and your E1 prelab. This is also a great
place to get some work done independently or meet other students who are working on the same
problems; there is plenty of counter space and electrical outlets so bring a laptop. You can get much of
your homework finished before the weekend with an expert readily available to answer all your
questions.

Here’s what’s happening next week...
1. Your 4 h lab will be E1: Chemically Active Extraction in Ell 349. Please read pages 27-37. This is
a lab experiment so please wear proper shoes and long pants. Don’t forget to bring your safety
glasses, lab coat, and prepared lab notebook.

Everyone starts with the same mixture of solids, but your extraction sequence depends on your
assigned fumehood/locker/bench space in the lab. 
Seats 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 17, 19 (odd numbers) - first three extractions with 3 M hydrochloric acid
Seats 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 (even numbers) - first three extractions with 3 M sodium hydroxide

Please note that you will only complete Part A: Liquid-liquid extraction and TLC analysis. Parts B &
C will not run this term. Your 2 h class later in the week will be a paper tutorial instead (T3).

Prepare your notebook with a flowchart or plan for the day, and a table of reagents & products. Save
time by using the ‘Reagents Table in Excel’ quick link on the website, instead of looking up all the
hazards & physical data for each chemical individually.

Continued next page...



...continued from previous page.

There are optional techniques videos available on Brightspace if you would like a preview of some of
the techniques you will be doing in the lab (liquid-liquid extraction, TLC, etc.). There is also
supplementary info in the appendix of the lab manual if you prefer to read more about the techniques. 

Complete the pre-lab assignment/quiz on Brightspace at least one hour prior to the start of your lab
session. You will find the odd-numbered prelab assignments on Brightspace. Please treat this like an
assignment instead of a test - ask questions at the drop-in sessions or by email. You can do the quiz
twice if you aren’t happy with your first score; the questions change slightly with each attempt but
only your best score will count towards your E1 report grade. Answers to the questions will be posted
after all students have completed the experiment.

The report for this experiment will be due at the start of your next 4 h class (May 23, 24). The
structured report form to help get you started can be found through the “Chem 260 Schedule” quick
link on the course website, along with the grading criteria for the report. Your E1 report will only
cover the results you obtained in part A.

2. Your 2 h session later in the week will be T3: 1H NMR Spectroscopy in Ell 347. Please read pages
79-94.  No safety gear required. You may choose to complete the optional practice problems found
on page 90-94; if so, please check your answers on the Chem 260 schedule page of the website. You
will complete a workbook in class and hand it in before the end of the period. This tends to be a
pretty tough tutorial so preparation is important. 
 
Cheers,
Kelli



From: fawkesk@uvic.ca Sent: Thursday May 4, 2023 2:55 PM
To: Chem 260 students & instructors Subject: Chem 260 information (drop-in,

printing, E2/T2 May 9-11)

Hi Chem 260,

I hope you enjoyed your first Chem 260 class. As I mentioned when I introduced myself, at
the end of each week you will get an email from me with some reminders about what is
happening in the upcoming week. Some of this may be new information if we have had to
make a change to the plans after publishing the paper manual, but much of it will be gentle
reminders of information available in the manual or on the website,
https://web.uvic.ca/~berryde/chem260/index.html. 

I realize you don’t have much homework yet, since the T0 session was completed during the
period, but you may be starting to think about your E2 work for next week. Come on Monday
to get help with your prelab preparation, then come again on Thursday after completing the
lab in the 4 hour period to work on your report. This is the perfect way to get some help one-
on-one and work collaboratively with other students too. Far more efficient than a useless
Google search on the weekend! 

Mondays & Thursdays in Elliott 347
2:30-4:30 pm

with Uğur Dağli
May 4th - July 24th (closed May 22 Victoria Day, July 3&6 Reading Break)

Just drop in and find a seat, the door will be open. There is no need to wear safety glasses and
a lab coat, but face masks are encouraged. No food or drink allowed in this laboratory, please.
The room will be open all afternoon and you are welcome to use it as study space for other
classes too.

If the requirement to hand in a printed paper copy of your report is already making you worry
about the hassle or expense, please know there are options if you don’t own a printer. Come to
the drop-in hours and we will show you where you can access a computer and printer in the
department before your first report is due. Sending it to me by email 2 hours prior to the
deadline is also an option if you would like me to print it for you (in which case please send it
in pdf format).

Here’s what’s happening next week...
1. Your 4 h lab will be E2: Electrochemistry of Cobalt in Ell 343. Please read pages 39-49.
This is a lab experiment so please wear proper shoes and long pants. Don’t forget to bring
your safety glasses, lab coat, and prepared lab notebook. 

You will be making one of two possible products based on your assigned 
fumehood/locker/bench space in the lab.
Seats 3, 5, 7, 9, 11, 13, 17, 19 (odd numbers) will use HCl to synthesize [PPh3H]2[CoCl4]
Seats 2, 4, 8, 10, 12, 14, 16, 18 (even numbers) will use HBr to synthesize [PPh3H]2[CoBr4]

Continued next page...



...continued from previous page.

Prepare your notebook with a flowchart or plan for the day, and a table of reagents &
products. Save time by using the ‘Reagents Table in Excel’ quick link on the website, instead
of looking up all the hazards & physical data for each chemical individually. 

Complete the pre-lab questions found on page 45 in the manual, and write your answers into
your lab notebook. This will be discussed as a group during the period and your instructor will
be assessing your preparation and participation. The report for this experiment will be due at
the start of your next 4 h class (May 16-17). The structured report form to help get you started
can be found through the “Chem 260 Schedule” quick link on the course website. 

2. Your 2 h session later in the week will be T2: Interpretation of IR Spectra in Ell 343.
Please read pages 51-70 to review this topic from Chem 231.  No safety gear required. You
can even wear shorts and sandals if you wish since this is a paper-based tutorial (

You may choose to complete the optional practice problems found on page 51; if so, please
check your answers on the Chem 260 schedule page of the website. You will complete a
workbook in class and hand it in before the end of the period. Bring your lab notebook and
you may ask questions about your E2 report if there is time remaining in the session.  
 
Cheers,
Kelli



From: fawkesk@uvic.ca Sent: Monday May 1, 2023 8:53 AM
To: Chem 260 students & instructors Subject: Chem 260 information (before first

class, May 4)

Chem 260 students,

Thank you for registering in Chem 260. I would like to clarify how we expect to deliver this
course in the summer 2023 term. My apologies in advance for the lengthy email...

You probably noticed that the delivery mode is listed as face-to-face and you are registered in
both a 4 hour and a 2 hour timeslot; there is no on-line component to this course and
attendance is mandatory. All the Chem 260 lab sections will total 6 hours per week, as
described in the academic calendar. There is a 4 hour session early in the week and a 2 hour
follow-up later. The overall intention is that you will complete a hands-on experiment in the
lab during the 4 h session and then analyse the product or learn how to interpret spectra in the
2 h period. As the first day of term falls mid-week we begin the course with a 2 h class. 

We know that many of you will be in the lab for the first time if you completed 101 and 102
online so the small class size improves the ratio of students to instructors and thus the amount
of support you can expect. We will not be increasing the class sizes or opening more sections.
If you are on a waitlist you will not be permitted to attend until a space becomes available.
The last day to add a course is Thursday May 18th.  

We encourage the use of non-medical masks in the labs to keep everyone as comfortable as
possible. Physical distancing can’t be maintained when you share a fumehood and we actively
encourage small-group discussions, so this is the safest option for our educational setting.
This will help to reduce the number of people who need to be excused for medical reasons as
a prolonged illness may jeopardize your eligibility to complete the course. You can not write
reports on experimental sessions that you have not attended.

Please be aware that the course starts on Thursday May 4th. To claim your space in the class,
you must attend the first session. If you are unable to attend that day, please email me to hold
your space or you will be de-registered.  

Please read pages 17-25 in the manual to prepare for Tutorial 0: General concepts of
spectroscopy. Try the optional practice problems to help you prepare and check your answers
on the website. (We are skipping Experiment 0 this term because we are starting with a 2 hour
class, but we will incorporate the introductory aspects of the course into Tutorial 0.) Please
remember standard lab PPE applies - long pants, no sandals, hair tied back, etc. Want some
help with the practice problems? Just send me an email.

Continued next page...



...continued from previous page.

You will need to bring:
1.  a calculator, pen, pencil & eraser (you won’t need a lab notebook until next week)
2.  a lab coat and safety glasses (available at the bookstore); face masks are optional this term.

Optional:
3.  the Chem 260 Manual, 2022 Fall, 2023 Spring & Summer edition (available at the
bookstore)
2021/2022 versions are completely different, so older copies will not work. The website has
links to all the pages in the manual if you would like to avoid purchasing your own copy.

Please read pages 4-9 in the manual to familiarize yourself with the course requirements and
the syllabus which is available on the website. You will be discussing this with your instructor
in your first class so bring along any questions you may have.

The pre-requisites for this course are Chem 102 and Chem 231. There will be no exceptions to
this requirement, and students lacking the pre-requisites may be contacted and/or de-
registered before the start of the term. If you find that you were not successful in passing
Chem 231 this term, it would be helpful to students on the waitlist if you could drop yourself
as soon as possible. 

There is more detailed information available on the course website at
https://web.uvic.ca/~berryde/chem260/index.html
The second quick link (Chem 260 Schedule, in the blue box) leads to a wealth of information
broken down by week. You will need to enter your netlink ID and password to access some
sections of the website; if you are having trouble please clear your browser history, restart
your computer, and contact Dave Berry (berryde@uvic.ca) if that doesn’t resolve the issue.

It would be a good idea to bookmark these pages and refer to them frequently. Links are also
available through Brightspace but the website is a more thorough resource.

I will send email updates at the end of each week so you know what to expect in the upcoming
week. A record of those emails is kept on the website in case you think you have missed
anything. 

Kelli Fawkes
Chem 260 Course Coordinator
fawkesk@uvic.ca
250-472-5212



Nothing yet...

You can expect an initial email in late April and then another in early May with a more
detailed set of instructions related to the first class.

Chem 260 starts Thursday May 4, 2023.


